----- Original Message ----- 
From: "Oliver Emmes" <oemmes@europarl.eu.int>

To: <ABoumedienne@europarl.eu.int>; <aboumedienne-assistant@europarl.eu.int>; <aboumedienne-assistant2@europarl.eu.int>; <ADeRoo@europarl.eu.int>; <aderoo-assistant@europarl.eu.int>; <aderoo-assistant2@europarl.eu.int>; <ALipietz@europarl.eu.int>; <alipietz-assistant@europarl.eu.int>; <AMiranda@europarl.eu.int>; <AVanMansvelt@europarl.eu.int>; <AVettori@europarl.eu.int>; <BStaes@europarl.eu.int>; <bstaes-assistant@europarl.eu.int>; <bstaes-assistant2@europarl.eu.int>; <CAarsen@europarl.eu.int>; <CLucas@europarl.eu.int>; <clucas-assistant@europarl.eu.int>; <CNogueira@europarl.eu.int>; <cnogueira-assistant@europarl.eu.int>; <Cturmes@europarl.eu.int>; <cturmes-assistant@europarl.eu.int>; <DAuroi@europarl.eu.int>; <dauroi-assistant@europarl.eu.int>; <DCohnBendit@europarl.eu.int>; <dcohnbendit-assistant@europarl.eu.int>; <DRod@europarl.eu.int>; <drod-assistant@europarl.eu.int>; <ESchroedter@europarl.eu.int>; <eschroedter-assistant@europarl.eu.int>; <EWyn@europarl.eu.int>; <ewyn-assistant@europarl.eu.int>; <FGraefe@europarl.eu.int>; <fgraefe-assistant@europarl.eu.int>; <FTarride@europarl.eu.int>; <FVandenbroeke@europarl.eu.int>; <GCelli@europarl.eu.int>; <gcelli-assistant@europarl.eu.int>; <GDauwen@europarl.eu.int>; <GDiFilippo@europarl.eu.int>; <GNuyts@europarl.eu.int>; <GOnesta@europarl.eu.int>; <gonesta-assistant@europarl.eu.int>; <HBreyer@europarl.eu.int>; <hbreyer-assistant@europarl.eu.int>; <HFlautre@europarl.eu.int>; <hflautre-assistant@europarl.eu.int>; <HRuehle@europarl.eu.int>; <hruehle-assistant@europarl.eu.int>; <HVerkerk@europarl.eu.int>; <IHudghton@europarl.eu.int>; <ihudghton-assistant@europarl.eu.int>; <IKiesslich@europarl.eu.int>; <ISchorling@europarl.eu.int>; <ischorling-assistant@europarl.eu.int>; <JeLambert@europarl.eu.int>; <jelambert-assistant@europarl.eu.int>; <jferrandez-assistant@europarl.eu.int>; <JiEvans@europarl.eu.int>; <jievans-assistant@europarl.eu.int>; <JLagendijk@europarl.eu.int>; <jlagendijk-assistant@europarl.eu.int>; <JOrtuondo@europarl.eu.int>; <jortuondo-assistant@europarl.eu.int>; <JVoggenhuber@europarl.eu.int>; <jvoggenhuber-assistant@europarl.eu.int>

Sent: Monday, February 09, 2004 4:42 PM

Subject: Briefing on Safety of Farmed Salmon

Dear everybody,
in addition to the briefing sent by Michael Earle some two weeks ago, please find enclosed some background information for the Commission Statement tomorrow:
1. The study published in Science which started the whole story 
2. The UK's FSA s reaction
3. Byrne's reaction 
4. Patricia's letter to Cox from 14 Jan 04, asking for an EFSA assessment of the safety of farmed salmon and other carnivourous fish. Up to now, the President has not reacted on this letter and has not forwarded the request to the Environment Committee (as was foreseen by the informal rules for such requests recently agreed). 
5. Press clipping: UK announces market protection for  salmon farmers

Regards
Oliver

	PRIVATE
FSA response to salmon study published in Science magazine 

	Thursday, 08 January 2004 

	

	

	The levels of dioxins and PCBs found in this study are in line with those that have previously been found by the FSA (i) and are within up to date safety levels set by the World Health Organisation (ii) and the European Commission. This study does not raise any new food safety concerns. This applies to all the salmon: farmed as well as wild, Scottish as well as imported. 


	PRIVATE
FSA chairman Sir John Krebs said: 

'This study shows that the levels of dioxins and PCBs in salmon are within internationally recognised safety limits and confirms previous studies by the FSA. 

'Our advice is that people should consume at least two portions of fish a week, one of which should be oily like salmon. 

'There is good evidence that eating oily fish reduces the risk of death from recurrent heart attacks and that there is a similar effect in relation to first heart attacks. 

'Although dioxin levels have decreased dramatically over the past two decades we recognise that they remain a consumer concern. 

'We advise that the known benefits of eating one portion of oily fish outweigh any possible risks. 

'Last year we asked a group of experts to advise on the balance of risks and benefits of eating more than this regularly over a lifetime and they will report later this year.' 

On average people in the UK eat one-quarter of a portion of oily fish a week. 


Notes to editors 

(i) Food Surveillance Information Sheet 184 August 1999
(ii) Levels set by the WHO/FAO (Food and Agriculture Organisation) Joint Expert Committee on Food Additives in 2001
(iii) Levels of dioxins and dioxin-like PCBs in food fell by around 50 per cent between 1997 and 2001: source: The 2001 UK Total Diet Study of dioxins and dioxin-like PCBs in food, published July 2003.


http://www.food.gov.uk/news/newsarchive/sciencestudysalmon
Scottish salmon safe to eat, says EU
15/01/2004 

A row over the safety of farmed salmon flared in the UK this week amid concerns over the levels of cancer-causing toxins present in the farmed variety compared to its wild sister following findings from a new US study. 

Published last week in the journal Science and claiming to be ‘the most comprehensive analysis to date of salmon toxin concentrations,’ the study found levels of harmful dioxins and PCBs were significantly elevated in both European and North American farm-raised salmon when compared with wild Pacific salmon. 

The team of American and Canadian researchers that carried out the study at Indiana university recommended that consumers would be wise to limit their intake of farmed salmon to just two ounces (around 50 grams) per month. 

But according to the CORDIS report, a spokesperson for EU Health and Consumer Protection Commissioner David Byrne said:"We agree with the assessment made by the UK food standards agency that the levels [of chemicals] in our European salmon do not exceed EU limits." 

The UK Food Standards Agency had earlier stressed that the levels of dioxins and PCBs found in farmed salmon during the US led study were within World Health Organisation and EU guidelines. Those guidelines, which are based on scientific advice, were 'accurate and valid,' added the Commission spokesperson. 

The Scottish salmon industry has accused the American researchers of being 'deliberately misleading'. Dr John Webster, a technical consultant for the industry body Scottish Quality Salmon, said that the research had ignored all the benefits of eating oil-rich farmed salmon on a regular basis. 

Copyright - Unless otherwise stated all contents of this web site are © 2000/2003– NOVIS. – All Rights Reserved.


Patricia McKenna, MEP

European Parliament

ASP 8 G 154

Rue Wiertz 

B-1047 Brussels

Pat Cox

President of the European Parliament

LOW T 15003

Allee du Printemps

F-67070 Strasbourg

Re: Request for a scientific opinion of the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)

Strasbourg, 14 January 2004

Dear President Cox

I have recently been informed about new scientific evidence published in the magazine Science (RA Hites et al.: Global Assessment of Organic Contaminants in Farmed Salmon, Science Volume 303, 9 Jan 2004, pp. 226-229) which states that "farmed salmon have significantly higher contaminant burdens than wild salmon and that farmed salmon from Europe are significantly more contaminated than farmed salmon from South and North America." The authors suggest that the "consumption of farmed salmon may result in an exposure to a variety of persistent bioaccumulative contaminants with the potential for an elevation in attendant health risks." They come to the conclusion that "consumption of farmed Atlantic salmon may pose risks that detract from the beneficial effects of fish consumption" and stress "the importance of labelling salmon as farmed and identifying the country of origin".

Using a toxicological approach of the US Environmental Protection Agency, the scientists conclude that, "for farmed salmon from Scotland and the Faeroe Islands", and for "farmed salmon fillets purchased from stores in Frankfurt, Germany" "less than one-half meal of salmon per month" should be recommended.

With regard to this alarming survey, the European Parliament should, in line with Commission Regulation (EC) 1304/2003
, request the European Food Safety Authority to deliver a scientific opinion on the safety of salmon farmed and marketed in the European Union. If feasible, this opinion should be delivered before the end of April 2004. As other carnivorous fish species (e.g. tuna, cod, sea bass, sea bream, trout) are farmed under similar conditions and probably exposed to similar contamination, EFSA should also be asked to deliver a more general assessment on the health risks linked to the consumption of farmed carnivorous fish before the end of 2004.

I understand that you will kindly forward this request to EFSA after consideration by the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Consumer Policy.

Best regards

Patricia McKenna

� COMMISSION REGULATION (EC)No 1304/2003 of 11 July 2003 on the procedure applied by the European Food Safety Authority to requests for scientific opinions referred to it; OJ L185 from 24/07/2003











UK minister opts to protect salmon farmers�20/01/2004 


UK government adopts protectionist principles to safeguard Scotland’s salmon industry and calls on Ireland to join forces in tackling market dilution through cheap imports.�


In a bid to protect erosion of the £150 million Scottish salmon farming industry, the UK government is calling on Brussels to erect new trade measures, UK trade minister Mike O'Brien announced yesterday. 


‘Farmed salmon from Norway, Chile and the Faroes continues to enter the British market undercutting Scottish producers and causing economic hardship to local communities heavily dependent on fish farming,’ said the minister in a statement on Monday. 


Adding that there is ‘particular concern that Norway has breached the 1997’ agreement on fishing by allowing unfair overproduction of salmon. 


The Scottish salmon farming industry – that produced 127,000 tonnes in 1999 and contributed £150 million to Scottish food exports in 1999 – represents nearly 40 per cent of total Scottish food exports. 


According to figures from FAO Fisheries Department Review, consumer demand for salmon in the UK alone has nearly trebled between 1992 and 1999 with consumption rising by around 185 per cent - from 31,000 to 88,500 tonnes. Worldwide demand for fish is estimated to increase by at least an extra 30 million tonnes by 2010. 


"The Scottish salmon industry is important to us. We would normally strongly resist protectionism, but the salmon industry presents unique and serious problems which can only be dealt with by considering this exceptional action,’ said Mike O'Brien. 


According to the minister, Norway has amended its rules to allow over production of its salmon which is ‘undercutting the market for Scottish salmon’. 


But can the UK go it alone ? For O’Brien, support from Ireland – where salmon farmers are also pressed by cheap imports - will be key to moving the trade measures forward. ‘We need the help of the Irish government in order to initiate the inquiry procedure which can in due course allow safeguards to be applied. We cannot get the EU to impose this measure without their help," added O’Brien. 


The Scottish salmon industry is still reeling from the publication of a US study last week in the journal Science that claimed salmon farmed in Europe is heavily contaminated by cancer-causing chemicals such as polychlorinated biphenols (PCBs) and dioxins. 


"In the worst cases, characteristic of farmed salmon obtained from Scotland and the Faroe Islands and salmon fillets purchased in Frankfurt, the consumption advice is that no more than one meal every four months should be consumed in order to avoid an increased risk of cancer," the university at Albany in New York State that conducted the worldwide survey said. 


Britain's government food agency was quick to respond, stressing that consumers should continue eating salmon in order to obtain a healthy diet. 


Food Standards Agency chairman Sir John Krebs said: "This study shows that the levels of dioxins and PCBs in salmon are within internationally recognised safety limits and confirms previous studies by the FSA.’ 


More so than ever, Scottish salmon farmers will be in need of amendments to trade measures. 
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